


Valentine's Day. Each year on February 14th, many people exchange cards, 
sweets, gifts or flowers with their special “valentine.”

Here are a selection of some more famous romantic gestures



1. Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton

Two of the biggest film stars of their era but were 
perhaps even more famous for their torrid and 
turbulent, on-again/off-again love affair that included 
two marriages and two divorces. 
In 1969, Burton haggled endlessly and doggedly with 
sellers and finally coughed up over $1 million ($15 
million in today’s money) to buy Liz a 68-carat 
diamond. 



2. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

King Nebuchadnezzar II supposedly built the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon in the sixth century 
B.C. as a gift for his wife, Amytis of Media. 
According to ancient historians, Amytis had 
difficulty adjusting to life in the flat deserts of 
Babylon and longed for the forests and mountains 
of her native Media (modern-day Kurdistan). To 
cure her homesickness, Nebuchadnezzar II 
ordered the construction of a series of terraced 
gardens within the walls of the city. The Hanging 
Gardens—later included as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World—were supposedly 
hundreds of meters wide and filled with a variety 
of exotic plants, herbs and flowers.



3. The Taj Mahal
Indian Emperor Shah Jahan was so 
heartbroken at the death of his wife 
Mumtaz Mahal, who died while 
delivering their fourteenth child in the 
year 1631, that he commissioned over 
20,000 workmen and over 1,000 
elephants to build her tomb as a 
symbol of his undying love. It took over 
22 years to build but is now one of the 
world’s most famous and instantly 
recognizable buildings, the Taj Mahal.



4. Edward VIII’s Abdication of the 
Throne

The love lives of Britain’s monarchs have long been 
a source of public fascination, but perhaps the 
most romantic royal tale of all concerns King 
Edward VIII, who chose a woman over the throne. 
Edward became king in 1936 after the death of his 
father, George V. His brief reign was punctuated by 
controversy, most notably his infatuation with a 
socialite named Wallis Simpson. Not only was 
Simpson an American, she was a married woman 
who had already once divorced. As gossips 
portrayed Simpson as everything from a scheming 
seductress to a German spy, the relationship 
plunged the monarchy into crisis. Forced to choose 
between love and crown, Edward abdicated the 
throne in December 1936.



5. Horace Greasley’s Prison Camp Escapes

Captured by the Nazis in 1940 and placed in a 
concentration camp, British soldier Horace Greasley fell 
head over heels for a Jewish translator named Rosa 
Rauchbach. After Greasley was moved to a camp forty 
miles away, he escaped the camp to be with her an 
estimated 200 times, sometimes up to four times a week. 
Tragically, after Greasley was liberated in 1945, both Rosa 
and her baby died while delivering Greasley’s child.



6. Beyonce and Jay-Z

With his grand, over the top displays of wealth and power, Jay-Z is sort of the Donald Trump of 
hip-hop. For Beyoncé’s 29th birthday he bought her an island off the coast of Florida for $20 million.



7. Joe DiMaggio’s Flowers for Marilyn 
Monroe

Famed baseball player Joe DiMaggio and actress 
Marilyn Monroe were only married for a volatile 274 
days in 1954, but “Joltin’ Joe” remained infatuated 
with the legendary blonde bombshell for the rest of 
his life. It was DiMaggio who secured Monroe’s 
release from a psychiatric ward when she suffered an 
emotional collapse in the wake of her divorce from 
playwright Arthur Miller, and he was reportedly 
considering proposing to her again before her death 
in 1962. DiMaggio never remarried and refused to 
comment on Monroe’s death to the press.


